
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel RC Church,  24 -  30 Bouverie Road, London N16 0AJ 

ZIMBABWE CATHOLIC   
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  

December 2011                              Vol 66 

Readings/Zvidzidzo/Izifundo.  

(Second Sunday of Advent (B)) 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 40: 1 ï 5, 9 - 11 

Second Reading  2 Peter 3: 8 - 14 

Gospel   Mark 1: 1 ï 8 

 

(ñThe Eternal Word comes into our flesh in the stable 

in Bethlehem, bring to our world a new and radiant 

light in which the truth about ourselves becomes clearò 

Archbishop Vincent Nochols, Advent Message 2011 
 

 Pope's Intentions for the month 
 

General: That all people may grow in harmony and 

peace through mutual understanding and respect 

Missionary: That children and young people may be 

messengers of the Gospel and that they may be re-

spected and preserved from all violence and exploita-

tion 

 

Readings for Advent 

 
Throughout the season of Advent, the second or third 

readings are almost all from Isaiah, and for good rea-

sons: ñThere are no more beautiful references to Ad-

vent than those of Isaiah the prophet, which is why he 

sometimes is called óThe Poet of Adventô." ( Fr. Greg 

Friedman, O.F.M). As such perhaps we could go be-

yond the lectionary reading and read the whole book. 

 

Christmas Poem 
 

(Moonless darkness stands between) 

Moonless darkness stands between. 

Past, the Past, no more be seen! 

But the Bethlehem-star may lead me 

To the sight of Him Who freed me 

From the self that I have been. 

Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy; 

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly; 

Now beginning, and alway: 

Now begin, on Christmas day. 

  

Gerard Manley Hopkins SJ 

 

 Major Feast Days of the Month 
(óFollow peace with all men, without which no man 

shall see the Lordô (Hebrews 12:14)) 

 

3 St Francis Xavier, Patron of Missions & 

 Chinhoyi Diocese  

6 St Nicholus of Bari (óSanta Clausô) 

7 St Ambrose of Milan, doctor of the Church 

8 Immaculate Conception of the BVM,  

 Patroness of  Hwange Diocese & Tanzania  
9 St John Diego, Visionary of Guadalupe 

13 St Lucy 

14 St John of the Cross 

25 Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord 

(Christmas!) 

26 St Stephen 

27 St John, Apostle & Evangelist 

28 Holy Innocents 

29 St Thomas of Canterbury, (Patron of English 

 Pastoral Clergy) 

30 Holy Family   

 

Thoughts on Christmas 

 
ñBlessed is the season which engages the whole 

world in a óconspiracy of Love!ô ñ 

(Hamilton Write Mabie) 

 

óHodie Christus natus est,  

Hodie Salvator apparuitô  

(Today Christ is born. Today the Saviour appears) 

 

ñChristmas is built upon a beautiful and intentional 

paradox; that the birth of the homeless should be 

celebrated in every homeò  

~ G. K. Chesterton  (1874 ï 1936) 

 

ñWhether it's on Christmas Eve, at Midnight Mass, 

or Christmas Day itself, the celebration of the 

Eucharist will best remind you of just how miracu-

lous it is that Christ came to be with us on Christ-

mas and continues to be with us at Mass.ò 

~ A Catholic Christmas 
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}Community News in brief 

 

Mass for our Deceased: This annual community-

wide Mass .was held in Leicester on 12 November 

(see pic on page 3. To those who question the need 

for this annual community event given that we pray 

for our deceased at every community Mass in No-

vember, it can only be said we can never óoverdoô 

praying for our deceased, just as could easily be ar-

gued why we bother to include as our Masses focus 

during November given that we pray for our de-

ceased anyway by placing names in envelops or 

write in books of remembrance in our local parishes. 

 

Feast of Christ the King: celebrating the kingship 

of Christ the King and closure of the Liturgical 

Year, took place in Leicester on Saturday 19 No-

vember. At Mass there were receptions into the first 

and second stages of the guilds of St Joseph (as be-

low) and Sacred Heart respectively. One person 

Baba Hedwig Muronda was received to full mem-

bership of the Sacred Heart guild (Moyo Musande) 

 

 

 

Reception into the Nzanga 

yaJosefa. [Photographer, 

Hedwig Muranda] 
 

 

Retreat for Widows took place for the first time in 

our community on 26 November at Sacred Heart of 

Jesus, 25 Mere Road, LE5 3HS. While we have no 

eyewitness account immediately to hand, all we can 

say is that whatever the attendance and what took 

place at this inaugural event, the best that can be said 

is that it took place and hopefully points to things to 

come on our Liturgical calendar 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

New Year Eve All Night Prayer: What better way 

to see off the year (in thanksgiving) and welcome 

the new (in guidance) than in prayer before the Lord 

in the Blessed Sacrament: Our Lady of Fatima 

Catholic Church, Howard Way, Harlow, Essex 

CM20 3NS from 10pm to 06.00 For more details 

please contact Mai Toriro on 07506568255 or 

07404899207  
 

Thanksgiving Mass The Maunganidze family and 

the Hertfordshire Section of the London Community 

cordially invite you to a Thanksgiving Mass to com-

memorate 60 years of marriage of Sekuru naGogo 

Maunganidze, and Gogo Maunganidzeôs 80th birth-

day at 1230pm on 8 January 2012 at Mary church , 

26 Salisbury Square Hatfield AL9 5JD Hertford-

shire. Please contact Maria Chikosi on 

07766765176, 01707 894616 for further details. 

  

Contôd on page 3 Col 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
[Mgr Munyongani with Catholic pilgrims to the Holy 

Land including a number from our community by the 

Holy Sepulcher Church, Jerusalem]  
 
Death in the Community: Baba Venencio Chiduza 

passed away on Tuesday morning, 6 December in  

Middlesborough Hospice.  He is survived by his wife 

and 3 children. He was a member of St Joseph guild 

(Nzanga yaJosefa). Memorial Mass was held on Satur-

day 10 December 2011 at 1300 hours at St Augustine's 

Church Leeds, LS8 5HR before he was to be repatri-

ated to Zimbabwe for burial 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: (see pic above) The 

Chaplain went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, his 

first ever, with an ecumenical pilgrimage group in 

which he was spiritual director to 14 Catholics includ-

ing 10 from our community, one of whom gives the 

following eyewitness account: 

 

   ñOur trip to the Holy Land was amazing in spite of a 

few hiccups, partly occasioned by being an amorphous 

group for which I shanôt go into details. Of the 42 pil-

grims in the group, 14 were Catholics with 10 from our 

community. It was wonderful to walk in footsteps of 

Our Lord: Cana where Our Lord performed his first 

miracle, the sea of Galilee, the Jordan river, floating on 

the Dead Sea, Mount of Beatitudes, Getsemani, Mount 

Tabor where Transfiguration took place, the sycamore 

tree which Zacheus climbed to see Jesus, Calvary/

Golgota, the tombs of Jesus, David and ,Lazarus, ' the 

actual stations of the cross via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, 

etc. So inspiring was the pilgrimage that with enough 

interest across our community, I am planning an exclu-

sively Catholic pilgrimage. Please ring me on 

07834909418 for any suggestions and/or to register 

your interest  (Mai Mutemachani) 
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Cathedral/ Mabelreign/ Marlborough/ Dzivaresekwa/ 

Mt Pleasant  ï No 6 ï Harare West Deanery 

(Kadoma/ Chegutu/ Norton); No 7 ï Mutare East; 

No 8 ï South West 2 Harare (Kambuzuma./ Mufa-

koe/Warren Park/ Kuwadza/ Rugare); No 9 ï 

Kwekwe Urban; and No 10 ï Harare Outer City 

(New & Old St Peter Mbare/ Braeside/ Mabvuku/ 

Tafara/ Zimre/ Ruwa/ Chishawasha).  

 

This year the competitions were held in Gweru, at 

the Mid-State University premises.  They have a 

himongous hall with very good acoustics.  The size 

of choirs was phenomenal, with of course the odd 

few (5 or 6) with small numbers of about 

50.   Possibly the biggest was Chitungwiza/ Water-

falls / Seke Rural / Southerton & Hatfield; I believe 

they must have been close to 250 if not more.  They 

came in at No 11 ~  L J Kazembe, Harare 

 Editorôs Note: CDs & DVDs will soon be available, 

and with enough interest across the community,  

copies can be ordered. For those interested.   

 

Mass of Thanksgiving for long priestly service 

A historical event no doubt took place at St Mary's 

New Highfield Church, Harare, Zimbabwe on 10 

December at which five diocesan priests  celebrated 

anniversaries ranging between 40 to 50yrs in serving 

the Lord, namely Father Makusha, Mgr  Mhishi, 

Father Chifeya, Father Ribeiro  and Fr Conway. All 

five have at various times served part of the mission 

at St Mary's Old Highfield. The Mass was led by  

by His Grace Archbishop Ndlovu  with Papal Nuncio 

George Kocherry one of the concelebrants.  

  To put matters into perspective, our Chaplin Mgr 

Munyongani celebrated 34 years as a priest earlier in 

the year, and he is probably the longest serving priest 

in his Diocese [Masvingo], and more pointedly, has 

been a priest longer than more than half our commu-

nity parishioners have lived. But he trails this quintet 

by 6 to 16 years!    

[Community-wide Mass for the deceased on 12 

November in Leicester. Photographer C Mukopfa] 

 

Forthcoming Events Contôd from page 2 

 
All Night Prayer  organized by Gracious Women for 

guidance in the New Year and in Thanksgiving for 

2011 is on 20 January at Mary Church, 26 Salisbury 

Square, Hatfield, Herts AL9 5JD to which everyone is 

invited. . Please contact Maria Chikosi on 

07766765176, 01707 894616 for further details. 

 

St Agnes & Alois Retreat is on Saturday 28 January 

at a venue to be advised. It is is for all youth in the Ss. 

Alois & Agnes guild and those aspiring to join.  

 

Music Course 2012: 2012 Music Course will be on 

25, 26, 27 May, venue still to be confirmed. Presenta-

tion dates will be in February and March 2012, TBA 
 

Home News 
 

JBMS  Winter Newsletter featuring news at 

Mutemwa as front-page coverage has already been 

posted on our electronic notice-board. Otherwise  

follow the link: http://johnbradburne.com/emails/

jbms_newsletter_winter_2011.pdf : 

 

To be placed on the mailing list, please send a request 

email to info@johnbradburne.com 

  
St Cecilia Day Music Competition 
National St Cecilia Singing Competitions were held 

on Saturday 26 November [the nearest weekend to St 

Cecilia's feast day (22 November)].  and the results 

were as follows:   No 1 ï Gweru (Urban); No 2 -

  South West 1 (Budiriro/Glen View/Glen Norah/

Highfields) Harare) -; No 3 ï Gokomere; No 4 ï Beit 

Bridge; No 5 ï Inner City (Borrowdale, Hatcliffe; 

Nazareth;  Rhodesville/  


